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A Coalition of Mutual Respect

Mission Statement

. We are forming the Community of Conscience — A Coalition of Mutual Respect as free people of good will.
Coming from different religious, ethnic and cultural backgrounds, we want our voice to express unity out
of concern for fundamental human and civil rights.

. Our involvement in the Coalition of Mutual Respect is based on the experience of our own communities
and on the values that are our heritage. At the same time, we emphasize the fact that many of these values
unite us and make us speak with one voice on matters that are important to us.

. Our cooperation is based on mutual respect for the identity of the religious, ethnic and cultural
communities to which we belong, and on respect for the dignity of every human being, regardless of their
ancestry, religion or beliefs.

. We declare our willingness to take a joint position on issues that we consider important for our
communities and for the entire Polish society. This is how we understand our roles and responsibilities as
people trusted by the communities we serve and the milieus we come from. This also is how we understand
the call to seek what unites us.

. In our commitment to the Community, each of us is guided by his or her own conscience and acts in
accordance with his or her own convictions while respecting the beliefs of those with whom we co-create
this Community.

. Our goal is to counter hateful acts and hate speech which we continue to face in various spheres of social
life, and to support efforts taken to further dialogue, understanding, mutual respect and community-
building despite differences. We appeal to all people of good will to be sensitive to other human beings
and to respect their dignity. “Otherness” mustn’t exclude, it mustn’t be a reason for humiliation or
discrimination. Each person is in some sense different and unique - and deserves our respect and solidarity.

. Our Community is based on openness and on the principle of equality. Among us are both women and
men, lay people and clergy. We perform different functions, but each of us in his or her conscience decides
to sign on to a common position.

. By creating this Coalition of Mutual Respect, we want to tell all our fellow citizens that democracy needs
conscience. People of conscience - able to choose good and distinguish it from evil — are the most
important social capital. To be a person of conscience is to be demanding towards oneself in the first place.
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